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On Jan. 14, Gonzalo Robles, president of the Mexican Mining Chamber's foreign trade commission,
said the People's Republic of China has engaged in unfair trade practices for the past five years.
According to Robles, Chinese dumping has forced several Mexican mining companies into
bankruptcy, and caused heavy financial losses to producers of graphite, fluoride, baryta and salt.
Over the past five years, said Robles, China has engaged in a strategy of gradually lowering prices
on selected mineral exports. The strategy was aimed at eliminating competitors such as Mexico,
Brazil, South Africa, Indonesia and Morocco. The Chamber has requested a formal denunciation of
dumping practices against China from the Trade and Industrial Development Ministry (SECOFI). In
addition, the Chamber has asked the government to impose compensatory penalty quotas and high
tariffs on selected Chinese imports, and to submit a formal complaint to the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). The complaint would request other countries to take similar measures
against China. Robles said Mexican graphite and salt have already been displaced from the US and
Japanese markets. Five years ago, he added, Mexico ranked as the world's leading fluoride producer,
accounting for about 25% of annual global output, or 500,000 metric tons. At present, according to
Robles, China exports over 1 million MT of fluoride per year at "excessively subsidized" prices.
(Source: El Financiero, 01/15/92)
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